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Editorial

Ksenia Sigaeva,
editor-in-chief

Welcome to the first edition of MessAge, 
our new supplement of The Journal-

ist, designed especially for students wish-
ing to read, reflect and respond. We are 
living today in a world which is unstable 
and unpredictable in many ways. The Fi-
nancial Times describes it as “the quantum 
world, which is uncertain and interconnect-
ed and which changes depending on the 
position of the observer”.  It’s so true!  Ev-
ery day we are bombarded with a large 
amount of news coming from hundreds of 
sources; some of them real, some of them 
fake.  We receive our individualized news-
feeds on Facebook offering different inter-
pretations of events. It’s almost impossible 
to find the truth. It looks like a real mess.   
The Mess Age.  
“So what’s your message?” you might ask.  

The answer is simple: “Don’t be a passive 
observer: read in order to learn, read in or-
der to find, read in order to change.  That’s 
our Message.

We want our MessAge to be entertain-
ing and informative, at times contrary, but 
above all useful. Inside you’ll find a mix-
ture of news, features and regular columns 
on a wide range of topics, including stu-
dent life, culture, sport, and food.  

The magazine will suit all tastes.  Stressed 
by the upcoming examinations?  Then read 
our tips on how to attract good luck to 
exam time and to impress your professors.  
And don’t you skip that intriguing piece 
on Colloquium Vibes!  In love with coffee?  
Go to our Moscow coffee guide and learn 
it all about when and where.  A passion-
ate theatre-goer? Reviews are awaiting you.  
Have never missed a football match report?  
Find out how it feels, when reporting on 
football are … ladies.  

I hope you enjoy this first issue and do 
let us know if there are any topics you’d 
like to see covered in the future.

“I came here in… 1987, which is before you were born, some of you.”
“Long before!”
“Long before! Yes, right, right. Then it was a different country – the Soviet 

Union, which you might not have heard of. It was such a long time ago, when, 
obviously, things went different… difficult and different. I’ve seen the whole 
transformation from, I call it, “the fall’ and, then I call it, “the hope” in the ear-
ly nineties”…

That is the beginning of the press conference, which I had an honor to join 
this week. Our guest was John Harrison, the editor-in-chief of the online edition 
called “RussiaKnowledge” and just an interesting person, who has been writing 
about his experience as a Briton in Moscow for many years now. 

During his University years, John opted for learning Chinese and Russian, 
which he called a crazy idea,because in the 1980s you could hardly find a job 
with such a “package” (I should admit I pay great tribute to his knowledge of 
Russian since I am familiar with difficulties foreigners experience when learn-
ing Russian). 

Whatsoever, he ended up here, in Moscow. For a long time, John Harrison 
was working for a translation agency called “Raduga”. After the collapse of the 
Soviet regime in the 1990s, many people jumped at new opportunities.  Howev-
er, it took Mr Harrison over a decade to go into the media.  

A student asked him why he became a journalist. He replied that he did not 
seem to have much choice. 

Mr. Harrison gave us wise and useful piece of advice: to be involved in “aca-
demia journalism”, which, actually, means proving facts. It is a challenging task 
for a journalist: it’s difficult to report the truth. There can be “motivated jour-
nalists”, who have a certain objective, not necessarily connected with proving 
facts. There may also be “money drivers”, PR or advertorial journalists, whose 
objectives are far from serving the truth.

If you are interested in Mr. Harrison’s current job, visit russiaknowledge.com. 
whose target audience is foreigners living both inside and outside Russia. This 
publication covers a wide variety of topics about Russia, ranging from business 
to travel and culture. 

Interestingly, by the end of the interview with Harrison, I had the impression 
that he is no longer 100% British but a little Russian. And although he said he 
still feels British despite having spent 37 years in Russia and having a Russian 
wife, I do not consider him as an outsider, but rather a person who understands 
the life and processes in Russia just like a native would, sometimes even better. 

I would like to conclude this article by Harrison’s quote which has practical 
value for journalists: “It’s not about what you know, but who you know”, mean-
ing that it is crucial for journalists to have an expansive professional network. 

An Englishman in Moscow
by Ksenia Sigaeva
John Harrison, the editor-in-chief of an online magazine called 
RussiaKnowledge, visited the Faculty of Journalism of MSU to discuss jour-
nalism and beyond. 
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Superstitions as Salvation

Lucky coin 

For many students in Russia, the lucky mascot is a five ru-
ble coin, because 5 symbolizes the highest mark one can earn 
at school or university. You can carry the coin in your pocket 
or your shoe on the exam day.

In the park 850th Anniversary of Moscow, there is a monu-
ment to student signs. It is a big round granite circle with a 
Soviet 5 kopecks coin in the centre. Around the coin, there 
are the names of Moscow institutes and universities. Also 
on the ground, there is a student’s record-book and a pair of 
shoes made of bronze. It's said that if you want to pass all the 
exams, you should put your student record book on its bronze 
embodiment, stand on the 5 kopecks coin and rub it with your 
shoes. Another ritual is to put your legs in the bronze shoes 
and throw a 5 ruble coin targeting the name of your univer-
sity engraved round the circle.  

Where: St. Porechnaya, park 850th Anniversary of Moscow

The dog in the underground hall of metro station Plosh-
chad Revolyutsii

At the metro station Ploshchad Revolutsii,  there is a fa-
mous statue of the frontier guard with a dog, one of many 
sculptures depicting the soldiers of 1917 October Revolution.  
It is believed that rubbing the nose and the paw of the bronze 
dog can bring you good luck in exams.  This tradition was es-
tablished by the students of Bauman Moscow State Technical 
University in 1938. Over the past decades, the nose and the 
paw have been rubbed so intensively that the dark bronze has 
turned yellow. By the way, the magic power of the dog is not 
restricted to exams only. It goes far beyond that. So make a 
wish and rub the nose.

Where: metro station Ploshchad Revolyutsii

The monument to Shurik and Lida

The monument to Shurik and Lida, located in the neigh-
bourhood of metro Tekstilshchiki, depicts the famous char-
acters from Leonid Gaidai’s film. In the film, young students 
get 5 for their exam in economy. Therefore, it is believed that 
touching the monument will bring good luck to students of 
economics faculties. The students of the Faculty of Journalism 
visit this place before the exam on economics.

Where: St. Artyukhinoy, 6, building 1

The Monument to Lomonosov in front of the main building 
of MSU

The Monument to Lomonosov in front of the main build-
ing of Moscow State University is also known as a helper in 
exams. Students climb the monument and pat the scientist 
three times on the head. 

Where: Lenin Hills, Moscow State University, building 1

All these sculptures have been helping students in passing 
their exams for many years. However, don’t forget that luck 
helps those who help themselves.   

by Ekaterina Fadeeva
It’s not a secret that not all students spend day and night preparing for their exams.  But even those who do still expe-
rience stress and anxiety before the exam, because they realize that it isn’t only the knowledge that matters, but also 
Lady Good Luck. Below we introduce  4 “lucky” locations in Moscow, visiting which will guarantee exam success. 
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We begin our lesson with Ruslan Poddubtsev by warming 
up: Actors relax their muscles, trying to forget about 

their problems, multiple deadlines and tests, the hustle and 
bustle of the world.

Then students break up into pairs, turn their backs to each 
other, close their eyes and meditate, holding hands (interac-
tion with each other is vital in the theatre, actors have to 
“feel” their partners).

The next exercise might seem odd to non-professionals: We 
stand in a circle, Ruslan Poddubtsev turns on classical mu-
sic, one of the students goes to the center of the circle and 
moves to the beat of music with his or her eyes closed. It’s 
very hard to keep balance and cope with shyness.  This stu-
dent then has to fall on others, thus, showing that he/she ful-
ly trusts the group. 

The Acting lessons are held in auditorium 010, but we go 
to 201 to recite  poems.  We have to be loud enough to be 
heard across the auditorium.  

Another exercise involves playing in sketches: Ruslan Pod-
dubtsev selects some pieces from classical literary works and 
assigns roles to students. We play in comedies, tragedies; we 
fight, confess love and kiss each other.  

I am sure that acting can greatly assist journalists in their 
career, especially in broadcast journalism.  However, some act-
ing is needed in any other profession, for, as Shakespeare said, 
“All the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances…”

What was your preparation for the first colloquium like? 
Did you read all works in the reading list or rather hope 
for good luck?

Diana: I have read the whole of The Iliad, half of The Od-
yssey and a lot of literary criticism. Don't hope for good luck. 
Although we were given tips by older students, they were of 
little help. You have to read it all and prepare accordingly.

Valeria: The closer the date of the colloquium, the more 
agitated you become. Although students can read the books 
in August, it’s usually in September that they get down to 
real work.

Did you worry much before the colloquium?
Diana: I didn't worry much because I am convinced there 

can’t be anything as stressful as the school leaving exams. Af-
ter passing them, you feel immune to exam anxiety. However, 
when the teacher entered the auditorium, shiver ran through 
my body. It seemed to me I remembered nothing of the sub-
ject. 

Valeria: I certainly felt anxious the day before the colloqui-
um, but when the teacher entered the auditorium, my ner-
vousness disappeared as I realized that she was far from being 
the monster drawn by my imagination.

Can you describe your emotions at the end of the colloqui-
um? Were you pleased with your performance?

Diana: In fact, I am quite satisfied with my answer.  The 
good thing is that now we know what to expect.  However, 
after seeing the reading list for the next colloquium, my con-
fidence seems to have evaporated.    

Do you like ancient literature?
Diana: I definitely do.  I am totally fascinated by the lec-

tures on ancient literature delivered by Elena Kornilova. I am 
thinking of studying ancient poetry in more detail.

Valeria: My interest lies in the field of ancient myths.  
During my latest trip to Chersonesus in Crimea I learnt a lot 
about Ancient Greek legends and myths.  Now I truly enjoy 
reading them.

Colloquiums rarely end up with all the students climbing 
the peak of Olympus. However, performing well at the semi-
nar is not a Sisyphean task:  hard work, solid knowledge and 
zeal will bring about brilliant results. 

It’s December now, and the exam on ancient literature is ap-
proaching. Let’s hope that Pandora's box will not be opened, 
at least not during the exam session. 

“Tabula Rasa”: Journalists Embark on Acting 
by Ekaterina Biriukova 
On 5th October, Ruslan Poddubtsev and Ekaterina Bikkulova, two young producers, held auditions at the Faculty of 
Journalism in order to enroll new members to their theatre troupe “Tabula Rasa”. As a result, 15 MSU students have 
been selected, including me, Kate Biriukova. Below I present a recount of my acting experience.

Colloquium Vibes
by Artyom Denisov 
Frightened and desperate faces of classmates, chilling horror, merciless teachers, fear of uncomfortable questions, 
claustrophobia even in the most spacious classrooms... Many of the freshmen really dreaded their first ever collo-
quium. We decided to find out how this expectation related with the reality.

Diana Potekhina
group 105

Valeria Komarova
group 105
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What are the most important criteria to identify a good 
journalist? Which journalists can be called profession-

al and successful? There is no univocal answer to this queis-
tion because of diversity of this profession. Everyone has their 
personal opinion what the main qualities of a good journalist 
are. However, there were some people in the history of jour-
nalism who made profound changes and significantly influ-
enced the future of the profession. One of them was William 
Thomas Stead. 

William Thomas Stead lived at the turn of the 19th and 
20th centuries in the United Kingdom. He was a journalist, 
an editor, a publisher and a social reformer. He is mostly fa-
mous for turning the interview into a journalistic genre and 
making first steps in investigative journalism. 

Stead was educated at home by his father, a clergyman, as 
a usual boy in the Victorian era. In 1861, when he was 12, 
he went to Silcoates School at Wakefield. He studied there 
for two years and then left school in order to work as an of-
fice boy in a merchant’s counting house on Quayside, New-
castle-onTyne. 

Stead always aspired to be a journalist. His career as a jour-
nalist and author began in 1867 when he joined a liberal dai-
ly newspaper The Northern Echo at Darlington as a junior 
reporter. After 4 years, William was invited to become the 
Echo’s editor. In 1880, he accepted a position of an assistant 
editor of the Pall Mall Gazette in London and was appoint-
ed editor in 1883. His innovations as an editor of the Gazette 
included incorporating maps and diagrams into the newspa-
per for the first time and breaking up longer articles with 
eye-catching subheadings. 

In 1890 Stead decided to give up daily journalism in favour 
of the monthly journal he founded — Review of Reviews. It 
was published until 1993. The journal found its global audi-

ence and was intended to bind the empire together by syn-
thesising the best journalism. 

It has been claimed that W.T. Stead first introduced the in-
terview as a journalistic genre. The first professional interview 
was the interview with Major-General Gordon, one of the 
most famous British Army officers, conducted in 1884. The 
journalist visited the British national hero in Sudan, where 
Gordon had to lead the operation to evacuate the Egyptians. 
The officer disliked the press and reluctantly agreed to be in-
terviewed. Gordon did not want to talk about the current sit-
uation in Sudan but Stead could make him talk and discov-
ered the truth about Sudan’s policy and Gordon’s predictions. 
Stead published the information on the front page of The Pall 
Mall Gazette alongside the editorial with the headline "Chi-
nese Gordon For Sudan". Thus people found out the truth 
and real motives of the war. 

Stead’s professional success was connected with his active 
life position, civic and political engagement. In 1894, Stead 
travelled to Chicago to attend the World’s Fair. He was hor-
rified by the conditions he observed behind the glamour of 
the Fair and made a thorough investigation of the city’s un-
derworld. His findings, published in If Christ Came To Chi-
cago: A Plea For The Union Of All Who Love In The Service 
Of All Who Suffer, are recognized as a model of journalistic 
research. 

The development of the genre of the newspaper report is 
also connected with a big scandal involving a child supposedly 
bought for prostitution. In order to demonstrate the truth of 
his revelations, Stead arranged the "purchase" of Eliza Arm-
strong, a 13-year-old daughter of a chimney sweep and then 
wrote about it. Everybody knew about the cases of child sex-
ual abuse and slavery but there were no facts and evidence. 
W. T. Stead gave them to the public. This action is thought 
to have furthered the passing of the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act 1885. 

How did he turn a story about an important social event 
into a special journalistic genre widely popular today? Stead’s 
articles about the Eliza Armstrong case demonstrate that 
he did not just inform the public about the major scandal 
but professionally created news. The journalist was actively 
against commercial sexual exploitation of children and pub-
lished The Maiden Tribute Of Modern Babylon, a series of 4 
highly controversial newspaper articles on child prostitution 
that appeared in The Pall Mall Gazette in July 1885. 

Having noticed how successful and affluent his journalis-
tic texts were, Stead began to think how journalism could 
become a power. W.T. Stead called his brand of journalism 
'Government by Journalism'. It was the first steps in the New 
Journalism, a term that defined an entire genre of newspa-
per history in the 1960s and 1970s. This style of news writ-
ing characterized by intensive reportages in which reporters 
immersed themselves in stories as they reported and wrote 
them. This was in contrast to traditional journalism where a 
journalist was typically "invisible" and facts were reported as 
objectively as possible. 

W. T. Stead was the first editor to employ female journalists, 
which again proves the fact that he was an important con-
tributor to the evolution of today's popular journalism. His 
contemporaries spoke of him as a person who credited with 
covering important topics in bright, colourful prose for the 
man in the street. And now we cannot deny his influence on 
journalism. 

First In Everything?
by Kristina Pirakhmedova 
The biography of William Thomas Stead, an English journalist, newspaper editor, publisher, author and public figure. 
How did this man change the world of journalism? 
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Polls

When I was told to choose a topic which would inter-
est the MSU Journalism Faculty students, it took me 

less than a second to come up with the idea. Since the mo-
ment I met other freshmen, LGBT community has been the 
thing discussed more frequently and more passionately than 
anything else. It felt like suddenly the walls came tumbling 
down and everyone had an opportunity to speak up. Noth-
ing limiting, nothing forbidden about it. And so this seemed 
like something that people would read. 

And here I am a few weeks later, asking students the same 
questions over and over again and listening to completely dif-
ferent answers. How do you keep it balanced when talking 
about such complicated things? You ask both sides. 

I’m talking to Maria (18), who quite bravely agreed to be 
interviewed and is now explaining why she is a homophobe. 
She seems friendly but a bit shy. And the first thing I hear is 
quite surprising. 
“I wouldn’t say I’m fully a homophobic person, but I proba-

bly am for other people,” she says. “It’s just my point of view. 
I just think it’s unnatural.” She also adds that fighting for 
LGBT rights is what she dislikes the most. “I just don’t think 
it deserves so much attention.” 

Another girl, Anna (18), caught my attention by saying 
that she “had to become tolerant”. And I tried to find out 
why. 

She tells me she grew up in a Caucasian family where 
homosexuality is a banned topic. “The world is changing, 
and I realized that I have to be tolerant in order not to be 
judged by the society,” she says. “Now I’m neutral about 
the issue.” 

And finally, my third interviewee is an open lesbian, Lisa 
(17), who answers my question about LGBT with laughter. 
“What do I think about LGBT? I’m a part of it!” 

I ask them if the attitude towards LGBT in Russia has 
changed in the last 5 years in their opinion. 
“I think it has,” Maria tells me. “It’s become more tolerant. 

Even I, calling myself a homophobe, would never pick up a 
gun and go against homosexuals. It’s just sanity.” 

Anna explains that, in her opinion, it’s all about politics, 
but agrees that this topic is getting more and more attention. 

“There are so many LGBT kids here, you can’t just close your 
eyes and ignore them. And you have to control your behavior 
and language to be in contact with them.” 

Lisa seems sure about what she is saying. “Yes, it certain-
ly has changed. People used to be suspicious about sexuality, 
and now it’s mostly considered normal. I think it’s because 
a lot of people are not afraid to come out. Their loved ones 
begin to think better of LGBT, because, you know, it’s fam-
ily bonds and love.” 

My third question is about what seemingly interests stu-
dents the most. Is Journalism Faculty more tolerant than the 
Russian society as a whole? 

Maria answers positively. “I guess it’s because tolerance is 
an essential part of this job. Tolerance, loyalty, maybe even 
a bit of cynicism.” 

Anna is quite laconic: “It’s just a place where there are a lot 
of creative, unconventional people.”

Lisa says “yes”, but she doesn’t know the reason. “Proba-
bly journalists are just more ethical and tolerant to everyone.” 

And that’s not just an opinion of one or two students. Ev-

erything that has been said can be proved by the statistics. 
More than a hundred MSU Journalism freshmen participated 
in the poll and gave answers to these questions. 

When I came up with this idea, I thought the most im-
portant and interesting aspect would be students’ opinion of 
this topic and how it differs. But while working on this ar-
ticle, I suddenly realized that I focused on the wrong thing. 
Now we can surely say that people at the Journalism Faculty 
are quite tolerant and LGBT isn’t a banned topic anymore. 
But what seems most amazing about it is how the three in-
terviewees answered my last question. Three people, whose 
opinion seemed completely different, suddenly gave an al-
most identical answer. 
Do you care about your friends’ sexual orientation? 

Maria needs a few seconds to think. “I wouldn’t say it 
doesn’t matter to me. If it’s someone close to me, I would 
care. But I have friends and acquaintances who are homosex-
ual, and I’m okay with that. I just have my own opinion. Al-
most everyone I know here is not homophobic. I don’t hide 
my opinion, but I also don’t impose it on others because I 
know it can hurt somebody.” 

Anna, who seems to see the answer in science or politics, 
starts speaking immediately: “It used to bother me. But I’ve 
grown up and realized that it doesn’t matter who the person 
is kissing or sleeping with. My very good friend is homosex-
ual. When she told me her story, I stopped caring about her 
orientation. The most important thing is to be a good person. 
She is. And I just love her as a person.” 

Lisa smiles and starts speaking calmly but confidently: “No. 
Not at all. The most important thing is to be a good person. 
My best friend is a hetero, but I can discuss anything with her, 
there’s no limit.” And though the question about homophobes 
makes her less confident, she keeps talking. “I could be friends 
with a homophobe, but only if this person doesn’t mention it 
every second. I know such a person at our faculty. He’s a ho-
mophobe, he knows I’m a lesbian and he’s fine with it. Never 
mentions it. I believe that if it feels good to be friends with 
me, then he shouldn’t care about my sexuality. I can call him 
my friend. Neither of us mentions it,” she pauses for a second 
and smiles warmly. “And I’m quite comfortable with it.” 

All names have been changed in order to maintain anonym-
ity.

“Does It Matter?”
by Alina Drozd 
The LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) community has lately become a burning issue. While lots of peo-
ple still do not approve of it, there has been a rise in tolerance to the community members. Is it possible to find a 
compromise? Can different opinions lead to the same conclusion? 

59% of people described their attitude towards LGBT 
community as neutral and 

32% as positive; 

56% believe that the attitude towards LGBT has im-
proved in the last 5 years; 

63% of students think that people’s opinion about LGBT 
is more positive here than in Russia as a whole,

27% said they didn’t pay attention to students’ opin-
ion of LGBT.
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It’s been so long since you have gone,
Since you have said our love was done.
I begged you not to disappear,
But you have gone. You’ve left me here.

I feel like flowers in a pot
Forgotten in a joyless spot.
I plead for water and some care,
I need some warmth that I would share.

So time goes by and I remain.
I’m wilting, swallowing my pain.
The soil is poisoning my roots,
I’m almost trampled with the boots.

You may oppose and say “At least
You go on growing, you exist”.
But maybe fading out in a haze
Is now the purpose I would chase.

My kidneys never ever swell,
I lose my colour, lose my smell.
I have become so weak to bloom.
I know my only fate is doom.

If only I could be so strong
To find someone to get along
But still the reason isn’t new:
I’m sure, that someone’s you.

Have you ever noticed how time slips away? Haven’t you 
ever wanted to bring it back?

I bet that you have. However, Benjamin Franklin did 
not have such a problem because he knew that “lost time 
is never found again”.

Returning time is out of our hands. We do not have Her-
mione Granger’s watch to rewind an hour or two and re-
visit some previous time slots. Perhaps some of us would 
wish to have such a magic accessory but, let’s face it, it’s 
beyond our capabilities. However, this does not mean we 
are absolutely powerless when it comes to time. Not at all. 
We are in charge. Of time lost. Of time wasted. 

Do you remember “deceased old-man Emmanuel” Kant? 
Yes, yes, the one who was talking with Voland about five 
proofs of the existence of God at breakfast. Then Sir Kant 
claimed that time is universal, primary in relation to the 
space form of systematisation of sensory experience and, at 
the same time, the condition of gaining it. Simply put, the 
more time we waste the more opportunities disappear. 

Another witty saying about time belongs to Henry Ford, 
the representative of, so to speak, more “materialistic” con-
ception: “Time is money.” To Ford’s mind, people must not 
be misers when it comes to time, however they should not 
waste time the same way they spend money. The lost for-
tune, in his view, can be regained by activity and frugality; 
the lost knowledge can be revived by learning and reading, 
and even the lost health can be recovered by abstemious 
lifestyle. But nothing can help you bring the time back.

Why do we think twice before spending money? Because 
we know there will remain less money in the pocket. How-
ever, we do not feel the same with time because we cannot 
put it into a bag or count like banknotes. 

As far as I can see it, everyone has, if not an idol, but a 
certain respectful person whose life is marked by high-lev-
el accomplishments. For someone that person is a Hol-
lywood actress, for others a lucky entrepreneur or a tal-
ented politician. And it doesn’t matter why those people 
are successful – whether it is due to their skills, contacts, 
money, charisma or they are kissed by God – because the 
most important thing is that these people have not wast-
ed their time. 

Sir William Gladstone, four-time Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom, said: “Thrift of time will repay you in af-
ter-life with a thousand fold of profit beyond your most san-
guine dreams, but the profligacy of time will demean you 
both in mental and moral regards immeasurably lower than 
your darkest expectations.” I am fairly sure that during all 
his 88 years of life, he didn’t spend a minute in vain.

So do not waste time. Human life is too short to be spent 
pointlessly and idly. Nor is it long enough to think about 
how to spend it. The only thing we can actually do is to 
enjoy every second of life striving to achieve our aims in 
order to say in the end of a happy life: “I swear I lived”.

Solitude
By Maria Glushenko

Lost Time Is Never Found Again
By Ksenia Sigaeva
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From Another Angle
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How to become a perfect student?  We’ve asked this ques-
tion to 30 students and 3 professors of the Faculty of 

Journalism of MSU and here’s what they said:

Remember the teachers' names
Teachers are an integral part of the educational process. 

They give us food for thought and help us learn new infor-
mation. Memorizing their names is the first thing you have 
to do. Just imagine a student who has a question but doesn’t 
know how to address the professor. What an awkward sit-
uation! Learn the names of your mentors if you don’t want 
to fail.

Be active
It’s not a secret that teachers like it when students show 

enthusiasm and hunger for knowledge. So all kinds of partici-
pation are welcome! If you have nothing to say, ask questions 
to show your interest. Most teachers will readily answer your 
questions and often provide further explanation, if necessary. 
More importantly, they will remember you as a person who 
wants to learn more on the issue.

Write everything down
Taking notes of the lectures will help you stay focused and 

alert. Also, while taking notes you systematize the informa-
tion and highlight the main points. These notes will help you 
memorize information better and use them to prepare for the 
exam. Take into consideration that some lecturers require that 
the notes should be presented on the exam day as the proof 

of your work during the semester. Remember: having notes is 
like having an ace in the hole!

Do all your homework on time
If you want to be on good terms with your professor, make 

sure you submit your HW on time! Often teachers would give 
extra points to those who meet deadlines. This is the easiest 
way to improve your academic performance.

Analyze your mistakes
It’s impossible to get only good marks but it’s possible to 

make bad marks work in your favor. If you get a bad mark 
for your test, analyse your mistakes and do some additional 
tasks to make up for the failure. You can also ask your teach-
er what you can do to improve your grade. 

Keep revising the material
From time to time, review all the material you have learned. 

It doesn’t take a lot of time to look through your notes or 
revise something but this will help you to consolidate your 
knowledge. Meanwhile, it’s a good way to get prepared for 
your exams in advance, not on the night before it.

We hope that these tips will help you succeed in your stud-
ies. Whatever you do, remember that hard work pays off!  As 
Albert Einstein said, “Genius is 1% talent and 99% percent 
hard work”.

by Anastasia Fedintseva

How to Become a Perfect Student: 
Tips for Freshmen 
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What is a Playback Theatre? It is an alternative theatre 
which includes interactive elements such as communi-

cating with the audience. It was founded in 1975 by Jonathan 
Fox and Jo Salas. Fox was a student of improvisational theatre 
and Salas was a trained musician and activist. 

The idea of a Playback Theatre is simple – the audience 
tell real-life stories, which are then reproduced by the actors. 
There is no script, no director, no producer. Nobody knows 
what kind of story is going to be told. Short or long? Hap-
py or sad? Boring or amusing? Traumatic or healing?  This 
makes the performance so tantalizing! And this is what makes 
the Playback Theatre truly unique.

Playback performers specialize in one of the roles – a con-
ductor, an actor or a musician. Conductors are responsible for 
conducting the performance. They meet people and help the 
audience to shape their stories. This role is very important, 
since a conductor must be a friend, a psychologist, a listener, 
a journalist, an explorer and an artist at the same time. If the 
conductor does everything properly, the audience gets the ther-
apeutic effect, which is the main goal of the Playback Theatre. 

However, a lot of responsibility lies on the actors shoul-
ders. In the classic Playback Theatre, there are four actors, 
who wear black clothes in order not to attract much atten-
tion during the storytelling. Throughout the performance (of 
course, when they are not playing) actors sit on the chairs on 
the stage and listen to everything that happens around them. 
The main difficulty is to interpret the stories and express the 
teller’s feelings. The “tools” of the actors are their ears, bod-
ies and ability to feel and show emotions. The fifth actor is a 
musician who plays throughout the performance. 

Today there are lots of Playback Theatres all over the world. 
In Russia, Playback theatres spread  very fast because of the 
public’s growing interest. In Moscow, for example, there are 
about 30 Playback Theatres, which give performances every 
month.

In December a lot of Moscow Playback Theatres will 
be giving performances. Don’t miss your chance to get an 
unforgettable experience – buy a ticket now. The cost of 
ticket varies between 500 and 800 rubles per person. See 
you there! 

The show became a highlight of the Russian-Japanese Bilat-
eral Year. This event is rare and unique because most of 

the artworks had been brought from Japan and were present-
ed in our country for the first time. The exhibition allowed 
the Russian public to see the entire spectrum of trends and 
art schools in one of the most interesting periods of the Jap-
anese history. The artworks that were presented at the muse-
um are so valuable and fragile that they can be exhibited for 
only one month in three years. Even if you visit Japan, you 
won’t be able to see all these masterpieces in one place. Two 
artworks have the status of “National Treasure”, ten items are 
qualified as “Important Cultural Property”, and another five 
as “Important Art Objects.”

The Edo era (1615–1868) is known as a time of long-await-
ed stability after a long-simmering period of civil wars. The 
Tokugawa shogun clan came to power in Japan and ruled for 
265 years. During this time the artistic culture was developing 
rapidly and intensively. That was the era of the emergence of 
different schools and art groups. At the exhibition, the visitors 
were able to see various Japanese painting and printing genres: 
landscapes, portraits, genre scenes, historical scenes, and dif-
ferent types of art like Ukiyo-e (the art of printing on wood).
“I have adored Japanese culture since childhood. I like the 

harmony of its architecture and art, its minimalism and sever-
ity of forms, the combination of materials and color. I enjoyed 
the exhibition because it was an excellent opportunity to see 
a great number of classical Japanese paintings like Katsushi-
ka Hokusai's “The Great Wave off Kanagawa”. I hope that 
the Pushkin State Museum’s partnership with the Tokyo Na-
tional Museum will continue and we’ll have more exhibitions 
of this kind,” said Alexandra Mosyakina, one of the visitors.
“This was the first time I have visited a show of Japanese 

art. I have never been into Japanese art, but this exhibition 
impressed me a lot. Most of all, I liked the painted fold-
ing-screens and scrolls. I also like the minimalism of Japanese 
art, the depth and power of the paintings, expressed through 
some tiny details. The exhibition area was designed like an 
old Japanese patio, which was really impressive,” said another 
visitor, Ksenia Derkacheva.

The director of the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts, 
Marina Loshak, speaking about the impact of the exhibition, 
said that it helped the Russian audience to “discover new 
treasures and create unforgettable memories of the year of 
Japan in Russia”.

Have You Ever Heard of Playback Theatres?
by Sofya Frolova
Have you ever seen a Playback Theatre performance? It is an unforgettable experience, which will make your 
heart beat faster with excitement and suspense. Are you interested? Do you want to discover a  whole new world 
of feelings and impressions? If yes, then you are reading the right article.

Hidden Treasures: Unique Exhibition of Japanese Art 
by Anna Shabashova
Japanese art is one of the world’s greatest treasures, but what do we know about it? The Land of the Rising Sun still 
has a lot of secrets for Russians. The visitors of the exhibition “Masterpieces of Edo Paintings and Prints”, which was 
held at the Pushkin State Museum of Fine Arts from September till October, had a brilliant opportunity to learn more 
about this great country, its traditions and art. 
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The atmosphere was truly tantalizing. Good music, profes-
sional dancers from different countries... More than 1500 

participants were brought together under one roof on the 
first day of the auditions. Have you ever seen MMA fights? 
To my mind, dance battles are as impressive. Dancers from 
all around the world were competing on one-to-one basis for 
the title of the best. 

Hip-Hop, House, Popping are traditional urban dance styles 
at this festival. However, there is a special category, which 
immensely differs from others. It is titled “Me Against The 
Music”. All participants can try themselves in this category,  
even if they are folk dancers! The main rule is to dance to ran-
dom music. It can be a soundtrack from your favorite movie or 
Bach’s Symphony No. 40. So, if you decide to take part in this, 
be prepared to dance even to “Gangnam Style”! I believe “Me 
Against The Music” is the most challenging category of all.

If you think that “Respect My Talent” is only for profes-
sionals, you are mistaken. Three of four nominations (Hip-
Hop, House, Popping) are for beginners, too. It is a good start 
for those who are not ready to fight against dance kings yet.

All the dancers battle under the eye of the international jury of 
dance experts. This year three famous professional dancers, Popin 
Pete, Buddha Stretch (both from the USA) and Hiro (from Ja-
pan), known as “fathers” of Popping, Hip-Hop and House in their 

countries, came to Russia to judge the contest and share their 
knowledge. They are known to have worked with Michael Jack-
son, Diana Ross, Whitney Houston, Will Smith and other stars.

Speaking about the winners, I must say that they are very 
strong dancers. Dancing is like playing sports. If you want to 
win, you should train hard for a long time, trying to improve 
your dance techniques. The winners of this year are Rash from 
Saint-Petersburg (Hip-Hop), Twist from Moscow (Popping), 
Easy Lee from Cheboksary (House) and Sinbad from Khimki 
(Me Against The Music).

I am convinced that “Respect My Talent” is the most won-
derful and breathtaking dance competition in Russia. This 
year “RMT” celebrates its 10th birthday. Every Russian street 
dancer knows that “Respect my talent” stretches far beyond 
these three words.  It is an event which unites people and 
promotes hip-hop culture. Aleksandra Polskaya, an organizer 
of “RMT”, told Russian Music Box that in 2009 the festival 
gathered only 200 people, while in 2018 the number exceeded 
5000. This shows that Hip-Hop in Russia is actively spreading.

I am proud and happy to have taken a part in this nota-
ble event.  The festival is held twice a year and I recommend 
that you should visit it in spring 2019. Who knows, maybe 
you, like the participants of RMT, will be able to say one day: 
“Hey, respect my talent!”. 

This whole situation can be described in a few words: “We’ve 
been banksy-ed”, said Alex Branczik, Sotheby’s head of 

contemporary art in Europe. 
After the auction, Banksy posted a video of his painting’s 

self-distraction on Instagram, with a sign “Going, going, gone”. 
So let’s shed light on this extraordinary street artist. 
Using only striking stencil and startling imagery, Banksy 

captured the hearts of graffiti artists, art lovers and activists 
around the globe. “Let your actions match your words” is the 
main idea of one of his paintings, which depicts a sullen girl 
under the inscription “Smile”. Banksy’s words do match his 
actions: one of his most recent pieces entitled “Mobile Lov-
ers” shows two people who are so obsessed with  their phones 
that they don’t notice each other. So, in accordance with his 
beliefs, Banksy refuses to use any social accounts, except for 
Instagram. This adds more mystery to his personality. 

There is very little information about the artist: He was 
born in Bristol around 1974 and began to gain widespread 
notoriety in 2003. 

How did it happen that the Faculty of Journalism of an 
anonymous artist was sold for 1.4 million dollars?

Well, Banksy’s pieces make us stop and think. He raises po-
litical and social issues by displaying art in busy and crowd-
ed cities, where people are always in such a hurry that they 
don’t have time to think. His works are highly appreciated 

in the art world because they all contain significant messag-
es to humanity. 

Strangely, the anonymous buyer decided to keep “Girl With 
Balloon”. Experts now think that now the painting’s cost will 
double.

“Hey, respect my talent!”
by Svetlana Maksimova
I was eight when I took part in my first dance competition. I remember my excitement and fear as lots of people were 
staring at me when I started to dance. Now competitions aren’t so thrilling for me. This  does not mean that I do not have 
any fear, for I still tremble before going onto the stage. However, on October 19-21 I felt apt in a literal sense. I participat-
ed in a festival which is the most highly anticipated international dance event in Russia:  “Respect My Talent”.

One Million Pound Baby 
by Iolanta Andronova
The famous painting called “Girl With Balloon” was sold for one million pounds before being shredded by a re-
mote-control mechanism at Sotheby’s auction house in London on October 5. This work was created by Banksy, 
who is one of the most famous graffiti artists in the world. There was a great scandal after the event, which caused 
a lot of discussions about the painting. 

December 2018
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The Moscow Operetta Theater renewed the musical based on 
the immortal novel by Leo Tolstoy “Anna Karenina”. The 

production has already won the love of millions of people. It has 
been in the repertoire since October 2016 and is still a sell-out. 

The show is the production of Vladimir Tartakovsky and 
Alexei Bolonin. 
“The idea to stage the musical Anna Karenina is both a cre-

ative passion and a huge responsibility. We have gathered a 
fantastic team of authors, directors and artists together, and 
we are confident that the audience will appreciate our perfor-
mance”, Alexei Bolinin says. 

The author of the libretto is Julius Kim, the author of the 
librettos of the musicals Monte Cristo and Count Orlov. The 
main roles are played by the stars of the most famous Metro-
politan musicals: Ekaterina Guseva and Valeria Lanskaya as 
Anna Karenina, Dmitry Ermak and Sergei Lee as Alexei Vron-
sky, Natalia Bystrova as Kitty Scherbatskaya, Igor Balalaev 
and Alexander Marakulin as Alexei Karenin. 

The novel tells the tragic story of a married woman who 
falls in love with a young officer Alexei Vronsky. The 

woman is condemned by society, she wouldn't cope with 
her suffering. Tolstoy touches upon many important prob-
lems such as betrayal by a loved one, the imaginary im-
portance of the public opinion and people’s indifference 
to others’ feelings. 

The musical generally follows the original plot but some 
scenes have been cut out: Oblonsky's betrayal of his wife Dol-
ly, the pregnancies of Anna and Kitty Shcherbatskaya. A new 
bright element which reinforces the effect of the production 
has been added– a supervisor of the train station, constantly 
appearing between certain episodes and telling passengers not 
to walk on the tracks, which, as you might guess, is a refer-
ence to the denouement of the story. 

The acting and singing are breathtaking. The magnificent 
lights, the impressive special effects and the elegant costumes 
complement the overall impression. 

The musical does not retell the novel. The main aim of the 
producers was to show that the problems which were touched 
upon in the novel are still topical today. The musical is defi-
nitely worth seeing!

Ad Marginem Press is an independent publishing house and 
a literature exhibitions regular. The publisher usually pres-

ents new literature in Russia. 
When setting up AdMarginem, the publishers didn’t want 

it to be a new field for classic books. It’s main aim is collab-
orating with contemporary art and communicating it to the 
readers. AdMarginem doesn’t need any educational model and 
their language doesn’t need moralization. It is all about the 
art with the dialog. 

If you want to learn something new about modern litera-
ture, take a closer look at the books published by AdMargi-
nem. Modern Russian writers Zahar Prilepin, Viktor Pelevin 
and Vladimir Sorokin all started here, in AdMarginem. 

Despite the fact that this is not an educational publisher, it 
fills the knowledge gaps of its readers. Here you can find ma-
terials from all over the world: they have a lot of books not 
only from Russia but also the US or Turkey and you can read 
about all their books on the AdMarginem site. AdMarginem 
translates texts and promotes passion for style and modern art. 

The publisher likes “poligraphic” and lively books. The plot 
affects the choice of the cover and the typeface. It seems in-
teresting that the form has an advantage over the content. 
“The cover, of course, should be nice and catchy but the 

texts are what really matters. We have been waiting for the 
translation of the Turkish novel Silent House for 6 years – 
and it’s here now. Creating a book is art. The ancient Arabic 
type was translated into Cyrillic, several words were skipped 
and the chosen color was the color of the waters of the Bos-
phorus. Moreover, the book feels nice to touch it because we 
have chosen special material.” 

We can understand now that formalism is not about the 
shape only. It just helps the readers to comprehend the main 
idea of the book. The idea of creating such a project came to 
the publisher during a project with Garage Museum of Con-

temporary Art . The museum wasn’t as popular then as it is 
now but the publisher was able to foresee the future. It proves 
that AdMarginem is always ahead of time. 

Nowadays AdMarginem is not AdMarginem anymore. It 
has another concept and its name is AdMarginem Press. The 
things are completely different: “You cannot mix these names 
because they are quite different. Now we have the next level 
of responsibility to our readers. But the first meaning is un-
changed – we are still “on the edge’.” 

Today AdMarginem Press is looking for the most popular 
art content. Several hundreds of copies of the books Ways of 
Looking and The Short Story of The Modern Art have been 
sold. The theme is always chosen by the audience. 
“You can research among the themes but in Russia we have 

one rule called “think globally – do locally’.”
The publisher is now planning to release a book about the 

queer gender theory, a topic uncommon for Russia. It will 
explain the idea of gender. In Russia we still seldom can 
see proper behavior towards LGBT+ communities. This book 
published by AdMarginem Press will help people to com-
prehend the fact that we are all people regardless of gender. 
Moreover, the book will show the reader that all of us can be 
who we want to be. 

AdMarginem Press will also publish the books of the Amer-
ican philosopher and gender theorist Judith Butler, who was 
influenced by Pussy Riot, a Russian feminist protest rock 
group. She writes about feminist, queer and literary theories. 
Her most popular book is Notable Ideas: Gender as Social 
Construction and this very book will be published by AdMar-
ginem Press. Currently they have a very small circulation, but 
soon the publisher will present to you all the books you need 
to read. We hope this release will influence Russian people. 
This brave step of the publisher shows us how important the 
role of books can be.

Another Look at Anna
by Violetta Efimova
The Moscow Operetta Theatre invites viewers to see the unforgettable musical again. 

AdMarginem: NOTbook Territory
by Victoria Koroleva
Our philosophy is to be ‘on the edges’ of everything we use: culture, science and society. We use everything but 
not completely. Partially.
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The film Colette premiered at the British Film Festival and 
was released in Russia on November 29. It is a late nine-

teenth century biopic made by the British director Wash 
Westmoreland. His previous work was highly estimated by 
critics and won Julianne Moore an Oscar for her portrayal of 
a woman with dementia. 

I fell in love with the picturesque landscapes and the visual 
aesthetics of Europe at the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury. Silky Chanel-like dresses, crystal glasses and the por-
celain-white skin of the main character – all add up to the 
atmosphere. 

The script is meticulously written and develops Kira Knight-
ly’s character gradually, with “savoring” and admiring the de-
velopment of her personality as a writer. 

The story is told with a sense of love to Colette’s fate. The 
whole concept of the film can be described as the formation of 
women's independence movement within the framework of the 
European historical development. We were allowed to look 
into the boudoir of a girl whose name did not appear in her 
works for more than ten years while she was forced to write 
under the name of her thin-skinned and greedy husband to 
provide for their livelihood. 

You will definitely not be disappointed by Colette if you are 
willing to relax and enjoy adorable British humor along with 
classical Knightly's acting. 

The film is dedicated to the seventieth anniversary of the 
mass escape of prisoners from the Sobibor extermination 

camp. Khabenskiy both directed the film and played the 
role of the escape leader Alexander Pechersky. According to 
Khabensky, the film was made in order to immortalize our an-
cestors’ feats of arms. 

The film was released on May 3 in Russia while the inter-
national premiere took place in Warsaw on April 23. The film 
was highly rated by the critics both in Russia and abroad. The 
movie has got 82 per cent of favourable opinions of Russian 
critics according to the site Kinopoisk. Public attitude is not 
as encouraging though. Sobibor is rated at 6,5 points out of 
10 on Kinopoisk, 6,8 on Ivi and 6,4 on the IMDb. The view-
ers positively assess Khabensky’s acting but are critical of his 
work as a director. 

Will it be chosen for the shortlist? The Russian Minister of 
Culture Vladimir Medinskiy supposed claimed at the St Pe-
tersburg international forum that it is highly unlikely due to 
the political situation and the current relationships between 
Russia and the US. However, Konstantin Khabenskiy says 
that it is too early to draw conclusions. 

Caged Talent
by Maria Safronova 
The story of the writer Gabrielle Colette, who is pushed by her husband to write novels under his name and challeng-
es gender norms by fighting to make her talent known. 

Russia Selects Sobibor 
For Foreign Language Oscar
by Angelica Shikaykova
The debut movie of Konstantin Khabenskiy Sobibor has been chosen to represent Russia in the Foreign Language 
Category at the Oscars in 2019. The film will be competing for a place in the Oscar shortlist. 
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Moscow coffee culture is developing rapidly, with the 
number of coffee shops and cafes growing at an amaz-

ingly fast rate. Are you craving for a cheap Americano? A 
high-quality espresso? A latte with caramel syrup? Then we 
recommend visiting these highly enjoyable places in the city: 

David B cafe 
This cafe positions itself as an espresso bar. It is an atmo-

spheric spot where coffee is as impressive as its location – Pa-
triarch’s ponds. You feel like staying in a cozy flat of your 
friend who is a huge David Bowie fan. While waiting for your 
drink, you can notice a big inspiration board with Bowie’s 
posters, some books about contemporary art and green plants 
in pots. This cafe is especially popular on weekends when hip-
sters show up in droves and wait patiently for its well-known 
espresso or tender citrus raf. 

Bolshoy Palashevsky per., 8 

Pravda Coffee 
Pravda Coffee is a good-quality take-away coffee spot and a 

perfect place to get energized on the go. The chain, which is 
becoming ubiquitous, is loved by locals for its reasonable pric-
es (50 rub for an espresso, americano, cappuccino or a latte). 
In addition to a wide selection of coffee, you can choose from 
a variety of lemonades and teas. 

There are more than 50 Pravda Coffee cafes in different dis-
tricts in Moscow. 

Tsventnoy boulevard, 13; Arbat, 18 

Surf Coffee 
Surf Coffee is a new chain of trendy cafes. This place is a 

must for people who are keen on Australian aesthetics. The 

surf paintings and old photos on the walls make you feel like 
you are on an island in the middle of the ocean. The atmo-
sphere is truly relaxing, helping you to drift away from every-
day problems. Here they roast and grind coffee beans afresh 
before making you a cup. Hawaiian cappuccino and glamorous 
raspberry latte are the bestsellers. 

Myasnitskaya str., 16 New Arbat str.,7a Solyanka str., 1/2 

Rozetka i Kofe 
 This place where they serve hygge coffee is based on Dan-

ish philosophy of comfort and coziness. Baristas use Brazilia 
Santos 19, one of the most famous coffee blends. They also 
gladly help customers with their choice and wish everyone a 
good day, which makes drinks even more delightful. Mysteri-
ous Scandinavian spirit creates a very special atmosphere. Get 
ready to fall in love with Danish latte or banana cocoa with 
homemade desserts from local bakeries. 

Myasnitskaya str., 24/7, building 3 (the smart place) 
Pokrovka str., 17, building 1 (the hygge cafe) 

Cezve Coffee 
This cafe is the highlight of Moscow. Turkish coffee prepared 

on hot sand, will warm you during the cold winter. Keep an 
eye out on Turkish delights that smooth the bitterness of coffee, 
which is a lot stronger than you might think. Another feature 
of this cafe is the creative names of drinks (my personal favor-
ite is “The Dreams of Winnie The Pooh’’). Visit this place, if 
tired of traditional americanos or cappuccinos. 

Krymsky Val str., 10/14 
Podsosensky boulevard, 8, building 2

by Polina Tibushkina

In ancient times a man felt the need for two things: food and 
clothes. People were forced to forage for food as well as to 

protect themselves from natural weather changes. The latter 
was made possible only by making some primitive textile. It 
means that people had to make clothes but they  didn’t have 
to think about whether the clothes they made looked good 
on them.

As time went by, people understood that not only their 
clothes protected them but they also revealed their social 
background. They started demonstrating their status through 
the design of their dress. The aristocracy couldn’t look un-

tidy, as people of that social status represented the best and 
the most prosperous class of the society and had to be in con-
formity with high standards. At the same time, poor people 
didn’t think about what they were wearing seriously: they 
needed clothes just for the sake of clothes, nothing else. That’s 
why the only people who stimulated the development of de-
sign and the birth of fashion, were the upper classes. 

Eventually, design has became more complicated and deco-
rative elements started having a hidden meaning or a message. 
This form of carrying your ideas across was named fashion. 

At the end of the eighteenth century the phenomenon of 
fashion became widely spread among the well-off part of the 
European society. Plenty of scientists researched the fashion 
topic. Some extraordinary fashion theories appeared. T. Ador-
no, Y. Heyzing, E. Tremner regarded fashion as a manifesta-
tion of the aesthetics. They asserted that fashion was equal to 
art because personal style could be the way of artistic expres-
sion. The two main ideas developed at the time were: “fashion 
is part of art” and “designers are the new artists.” 

Today no one seems to doubt that fashion is art and de-
signers are artists who help people to express who they are 
through what they are wearing. Designs, colours and orna-
mental patterns help people to define their identity. Even the  
seemingly unimportant design elements can point to the per-
son’s class, status and gender. 

Fashion is an instant language we keep mastering through-
out our lives. 

by Elizabeth Oparina

Moscow Coffee Guide

Fashion As An Instant Language
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The SPV Cup is a football tournament of MSU Facul-
ty of Journalism, which has been held every year since 

2015. This season, four teams took part in the competi-
tion: Students, Professors, Graduates and Freshmen. Each 
team had to play against the three others.  Students, long 
known as a very strong team, confidently won the SPV 
Cup this year. 

Freshmen, although not having won any medals, experi-
enced the sweet taste of victory by managing to defeat Grad-
uates. After the game, Freshmen half-back Eugene Shelygan-
ov answered the questions of the reporters. 

What was it like to play against Students? 
– Before the starting whistle, we were well aware that we had 
to play against the strongest team of the Faculty. In the first 
half, we had a good chance of gaining the lead, but Students 
managed to score a goal at the end of the first half. Whatso-
ever, it was a good match.

Was the match against Professors more challenging?
– Yes, the match against Professors was extremely tough. We 
had to play without a rest, following the exhausting game 
with Students. This gave Professors an advantage. From the 
very beginning, they acted aggressively and were able to de-
moralize our team. After the halftime we managed to level the 
score, but we did not have enough time to continue the offen-
sive. Professors beat us 5:3. But, as we know, there can’t be 
victory without defeat. Our team is taking its first steps in the 
world of student football. We need to develop a better under-
standing, greater unity and coherence in defense and attack. 

What about the atmosphere of the tournament?
– It was fantastic! You could feel the adrenalin, the tension, 
the excitement and the beauty of this sport! 

I would like to use this opportunity to thank our amazing 
fans. You, guys, inspired us a lot. We felt your support every 
minute of the game! 

UITD – MSU. 2: 1
The fixture started not very successfully for the white-and-blue 

army. The UITD team, although playing somewhat cautiously, 
managed to net two goals. The second goal was especially sad-
dening for me because Artyom Kolyadko, the goalkeeper of the 
MSU team, came out of his zone, giving Vladislav Lobanov a 
brilliant chance to score a goal into an empty net. 

However, the guys from Mokhovaya kept fighting till the end: 
During the last minute of the match, Egor Petrov netted a spec-
tacular last-gasp goal. It made the last seconds of this meeting 
extremely delightful for the MSU fans.
MGIMO – MSU. 1:9

From the beginning of this match, the MSU team played very 
confidently, with Dmitry Shvikov scoring the first goal in the 
first minute. Writing diplomats had haywire defense, of which 
our team took advantage. The MSU coach took the risk of re-
leasing new players onto the pitch: freshmen Denis Duz and Ni-
kita Belyaev, along with backup goalkeeper Ilya Bodakin.  Amaz-
ingly, Duz managed to net a goal in his first minute on the pitch. 
So MSU won a glorious victory. In fact, if not for the minor mis-
take of our goalkeeper, the MGIMO team wouldn’t have scored 
any goal at all.
UITD – RSUH. 5:4 

Although leading the game at the beginning, the RSUH team 
soon lost their advantage, and the score was leveled. The second 
half began at 2: 2, and it was really hot. Every player was deter-
mined to fight till the end, but the last minute’s UITD’s offen-
sive cost RSUH its defeat. 
MGIMO – UITD. 3:7

The game started at a very slow tempo. There were some 
dangerous situations and interesting attacks, but it seemed like 
MGIMO didn’t want to fight. The opening goal by UITD’s quar-

terback Denis Perevoshchikov was netted very easily, and the 
game speeded up from that moment on. However, it was mostly 
the UITD team in control of the situation. The second half be-
gan at 0:3, with UITD netting goals one after another, reaching 
the total of 7. Confident in their victory, the UITD team played 
in a relaxed manner towards the end of the match, letting their 
opponents score some goals.  
MSU – RSUH. 7:2

The game between MSU and RSUH was extremely rough. Ac-
tually, it was the only match of the KTJ, in which our team got 
a red card: Georgiy Sulgin had a serious conflict with Vladimir 
Nikishin from RSUH. However, this didn’t help RSUH to re-
duce the goal deficit: It is hardly possible to come from 5 goals 
down in five minutes. Their team had no chance to win or tie 
the score.  Throughout the game, the MSU team played very 
steadily well, winning the silver prize. 
RSUH – MGIMO. 4:5

The match for the bronze medal was incredibly interesting 
to watch. In the beginning, RSUH overcame a 2 goal deficit, 
pulled ahead twice, but eventually let the writing diplomats tie 
the score. It was really pitiful to see how their defenders and the 
goalkeeper were making mistakes, giving MGIMO a chance to 
become bronze prizetakers. The final goal into RSUH gate was 
netted in the last 8 seconds of match. “Football is cruel”, JF-
SPORT commented on this match.

To conclude, I’d like to say that these games are not just for 
fun. They tell the stories of winners and losers, of hard work and 
mere luck. You can be the best team in the world but still lose 
the game, for the outcome is often unpredictable. But there is 
one thing the players can always rely on: the support and passion 
of their fans. That’s why you need to go to the stadiums. To be 
close to your team. To support. To cheer. To inspire.  

Taste of Victory 
by Rubina De Apro 
The main sports events in autumn: Students team of the Faculty of Journalism won the football tournament called 
SPV Cup.  Freshmen won their first ever match in the game against Graduates. 

Journball Fights: Scribblers Meet on Field
by Elizaveta Solomatina
I have always liked football for a special atmosphere of suspense and excitement, and the sense of unity with oth-
er football fans. That’s why I was utterly disappointed to see very few people on the stands of Shuvalovsky building 
of MSU, where 2018 KTJ football tournament was held:  Journalism students from four Moscow universities (MGIMO 
University, Moscow State University(MSU), the University of Industrial Technology and Design (UITD), and the Russian 
State University for the Humanities (RSUH)) engaged in fierce competition for the title of champion. Below I present 
a recount of this event which took place 7 October, 2018.
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